_ improvement along all lines.

Darlington and Kershaw $25 each,
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LAURENS COUNTY
WON SECOND PRIZE

For ImprovementinSchools
During the Year.

EDEN AND POPULAR
ALSO WON PRIZES

At the Recent Meeting of the State
School Improvement Assoclation
this County was Presented Fifty
Dollars as Second Prize In the Im-
provement Contost.

Laurensg County has been awarded
Second Prize by the State School Im-
provement Association for the great-
est improvement along stated lines
among the South Carolina countles.
Dillon county won first place but was
80 pushed by Laurens, that a decislon
was arrived at only after a lengthy
discussion, Dillon was presented $100
and Laurens $560. In addition to this
county prize two schools in Laurens
won individual prizes for the greatest

These
were second prizes and to each of)|
these Lwo schools,—Eden and Mt.|I
Olive,—tweaty-five dollars were given. |

Rural schools to the number of
164, in 35 countles, have reported to
the South Carolina School Improve-
ment association achievments during
the year in the direction of better-
ment, many of these accounts belng
accompanied by photographs con-
trasting conditions “before” and
“after,” The change from a one-
teacher schoul housed in a rough,
box car like bullding, to the graded
school in a modern, well equipped
building seems a marvelous record for
one year, yet more than 100 schools
showed such progress.

Prizes for the year were allotted by
the executive committee of the asgo-
clation, Members present were: Miss
Blizabeth Dickson, aecting president,
Columbia; Miss Mary Eva Hite, Bates-
burg; Miss Sadie Goggans, Columbia:
Miss Wil Lou Gray, Laurens; Miss
Mamie MeLees, Dillon; Miss Madeline
Spigener, 8t Matthews; Miss Ithel |
llri-l»m'. Lexington: Miss lsadora Wil- |
Hams, Liberty; Mrs. IHugo S, Strick- |
land, Walterhoro,

Fivst Ieizos $50 Each,

Flrst prizes of $30 cach were award-
ed to the following schools, eaeh re-
porting a satisfactory status in build-
ings, equipment, taxation, compulsory
edueation, enrollment and attendance,
and each having besides an  active
seohol improvement assoclation:

Bethea, Alken; Buffalo, Cherokee;
Ruby, Chesterfield; Tabor, Colleton;
Dothan, Dillon; Bell, Dorchester;
Trinily, Tlorence; Travelers Rest,!
Greenville; Utopia, Greenwood; Three
C's, Kershaw; Oakhurst, Lancastor;
Oak Grove, Lexinglon; Bulonia, Ma-
rion;  St.  Phillips, Nowbgrry; lSast
Elizabeth, Orangeburg; Peiors Creck,

Pickens; Piedmont, Richland; 0s-
wogo, Sumter; Gaull, Union, Cades,
Willlamsburg,

A sccond serles of: prizes was of-
fered to the counties for improvement
along stated lines. In this contest the
points werc so very close In somne
cases that the committee found it hard
to reach a declsion, Dillon, Darlington,

Loaurens and Kershaw had made
splondid records, Each county eni-

ploys a suporvising teacher, who de~
votes her timo to gsecuring class room
officiency In the rural schools, I ach
coutny nnnually holds a fleld day;
eah eeounty showed the celebration
of clean-up day In each school, thus
proving that the health of the pupils
fs  consldered, Compulsory school
attendance has been secured by many
districts in each county, and In gach
ono speclal effort is golng on to secure
the adoption of a compulsory law,
It is significant that in each county
making a high record of improvement
nearly every distriet has an active
school improvement association. Night
schools have been established to meet
the problem of Miteracy, Agricultural
Instruction in rural schools, domestie
gelence  departments—these  things
show the efforts of the schools to edu-
cato all the children of all the people,
Prives to Countles,

Dilloh was awarded a cash prize of

$100, Laureng a cash prize of $50,

Among tho most Interesting appl-
catlons were those for the local asso-
clatlons, These tell of the community

EASTERN STARS ELECT.
Annual Election of Officers Took Place

Tuesday Night.

The annual electlon of cfficers of the
Order of Eastern Star took place
Tuesday night. The following were
elected:

Miss Lucia Barksdale, W. M,

M, J. Simpson, W, P,

Mra, J, C. Shell, Asso, M.

Miss Annie Childress, Sec'y.

Miss IEthel Langston, Treas.

Miss Hattle Kate Easterby, Cond.

Miss Roberta Dorroh, Asso. Cond.

Mra, Brooks Swygert, Organist.

Miss Maggle Peterson, Marshall,

R. M. Eichelberger, Sentinel,

Miss Beta Meredith, Warder.

Mrs. J. N, Richardson, Adah.

Mrs, H. D. Gray, Ruth.

Miss Lulle Elichelberger, Estlher,

Mrs. S. G. McDanlel, Martha,

Miss Clara Switzer, Blecta,

J. H. Sullivan, Chaplin.

Fadl Pears,

Mr. W. L. Reld and family will be
about the only persons in this section
to eat fall pears this year. That Is,
they will eat them if the pears get ripe.
Several days ago he showed the Gar-
den Editor of The Advertiser a num-
ber of young pears that he had pleked
from his trees the day before., While
not very large, they are well formed,
nice and hard., They may get ripe—
maybe, Anyway, they are a curiosity
at this season of the year.

DEATH OF MRS, OWEN.

A Native of This County Passes Avwny
in Greenwood. %
Mrs, Mary Elizabeth Owen, wife of

Coroner Dock Owen, died at her home

in the Grendel Mill village, Greenwood,

Sunday morning at 3:45 after a long

iimess, The funeral services were

conducted at the Poplar Spring church
near Ware Shoals at 12 o'clock by Rey,

George W. Bussey.

Mrs, Owen was 76 years of age and
before her marrvlage was a Miss El-
ledge. Besides ber husband she is
survived by  several children and
grandehildren to mowrn her loss.—
Greenwood Daily Journal.

“Old Maid’s Convention,

There will be a play, “Old Maid's |
Convention,” given at Darksdale school
Iy loeal talent, Thursday evening,
Dee, 20th, at 730, Admission will be

10 and 15 eents, Oysters will be served |
by the ladies of the Rural School 1m-
provement assoclation,

7 At Rabun Creek Chureh,

LThe Y. W, AL of Rabun Creek Bap-
tist ehurch will give an  entertain-
ment at the church on Dec, 25th, be-
ginning at 7:30, The public is invited.

Miss Gray A Winner,

In the “Game of Knowledge" con-
test recently conducted by The Colum-
bin State, Miss Wil L.on Gray was one
of the winning contestants, A series
of pletures were printed in The State
portraying some event in Southern
History and the contestants were
usked to guess the event which cach
represented,

curcd by the women of the association,
Money needed for better equipment Is
raised in many ways. In one distriet
an acre of potatoes was planted by
the association, In another a bale of
cotton secured, every form of enter-
taintment was given. The four schools
which showed such marked effect In
dchool development were awarded
cagh prizes of $26 each. These were:
Kelloytown, Darlington; Minturn,
IDINlon; Wellford, Spartanburg; Mo-
netta, Alken,
Second Prizes Given.

Second prizes of 3256 each were
awarded to the following schoola:

Pineland, Alken; Jackson, Alken;
Davis Branch, Barnwell; Patrick,
Chesterfleld;  Strickland, Collston;
Ashton, Colleton; Pond Hollow, Dar-
lington; Bermuda, Dillon; Mars Bluff,
Florence; Falrview, Greenwood; An-
drews Chapel, Greenwood; Red HIll,
Hampton; Nixville, Hampton; Oak
Grove, Horry; Good Tope, Horry;
Tarboro, Jasper; Antloch, Kershaw;
Pledmont, Kershaw; Oakland, Ker-
shaw; Halfway, LexIngton; Mount
Ollve, Taurons; Bden, Laurens; Blen-
helm, Marlboro; Bounty Land, Oconee;
Falrficld, Oconee; New TProvidence,
Orangeburg; Cherry Hill, Saluda;
Ifalrview, Saluda; Salem Sumter;
Providence, Suinter; Doiling Springs,
Spartanburg; North Pacolet, Spartan-
burg; Oakland, Unlon; Tinkers Creck,
Unfon; Cedar Hill, Unlon; Mulberry,

Interest In the school, of local taxa-
tion and compulgory education ‘ae-

Willlamgburg; Blairsville, York;

CHRISTMAS SEALS ON

THURSDAY PACKAGES

Here is a Chance for Everyone in Laurens to Help the
Red Cross Commission. Without Investing any Money.
Several Merchants of the City will Place One Christ-
mas Seal on Each Package Going out of their Store
on Thursday of this Week.

The agents for the Red Cross Christ-
mas Seals In Laurens have inaugurat-
ed a novel scheme for selling the seals
this year, Tomorrow afternoon, Thurs-
day, beginning at gne o’clock in the
afternoon and lasting util six o'clock,
the merchants listed below have of-
fered to place on each package coming
from the!™ store one of the little seals,
or on as many of the packages as they
can conveniently stamp. The expense
of these seals will be borne by the
store sending out the package. There
will be someone placed at the front
door of each place of business or at
some convenient place within the store
whose duty it will be to see that each
package is labelled with one of the lit-
tle Red Cross Seals—the little colored
stamp that earries wlth it a message
the cause of charity but help the mer-
chant and that serves to show the bus-
iness man's Interest in the sweetest
work of charity ever undertaken in
South Carolina. The following Lau-
rens merchants have offered their as-
sistance in thils way:

Switzer Company

Davis-Roper Company

Powe Drug Company

Peoples Drug Company

Fleming Brothers

H. Terry-

Minter Company.

To those who are interested in the
great cause of the Red Cross Commis-
slon the agenis for the seals in Lau-
rens make this little request: Do as
much shopping as you can Thursday
afternoon and thereby help not only
the casue of charity but help the mer-
chant by doing your shopping before
the busy Christmas IZve day.

In addition to the merchants listed
above several of the Laurens firms
have helped by purchasing a number
of the stamps to be used as they sec
fit. They are as follows: 8. M. & E. 1.
Wilkes & Co., W. G. Wilson C-D.,‘ W.
Solomon, Swygert, Nickels & Co., Dixic
Flour and Grain Company, L. B, Dlack-
well and The Laurens Advertiser,
Many of the lawyers and doctors have
bought from 25 to 100 each of the
stamps for their own use,

The stamps are on sale at all times
at any one of the following places:
Postoflice, Powe Drug Co., TPecoples
Drug Store, Laurens Drug Co., and
The Advertiser office.

When you are making your prepara-
tions for a bright and merry Christ-
mas, remember the poor and the
needy who will celebrate the Savior's

birth, without the little gifts of love |

that youn will have and without even
the bare necessitles of life. You can
help them by helping the Red Cross
Christmag Seal commission,

PYTHIAN LODGE ELECTS,
Officers Elected for Ensuelng Year by

Laurens Lodge No. 43,

Lanrens Lodge No, 43, Knights of
Pythias have cleeted the followinz of-
ficers for the ensuelng year:

Drooks Swygert, C. C,

W. A, Burgess, V, .

M, L, Smith, P, !

. L O'Shields, M. o W, |

J U Tolbert, 1K, of 1L & S, and M, i

R. I} 'Terry, M, of I,

T D Downey, M, at AL

C. L. Waldrop, 1. G,

M, L Simpson, O, G, |

More Choppers at Geay Court, i
The Woodmen ol the World al (il':l,\'I
Court were making busy preparations

Iymlt'zrdu)‘ for the inltiation of a big!lent one,
[elass of thirty new choppers into the | Banl are M. . Owings, president, and

|m)'stm'|m-\ of the order last night. Past

'l

Junior Consul O, A, went up
yesterday afterncon to bhe present at
the exerveises and a “big old time” was
expected,  The Woodman camp al
Gray Court is in a flourishing stale |
and I8 being continually augmented |
by additions to its membership,

Powor

Invited to Hear “Quiet Talks”
Rev, E. P, Davls, D, D., pastor of |
the Seecond Presbyterian  churceh  of
Greenyille, has sent an Invitation
through The Advertiser to Laurens
people to attend one or more of a se-
ries of “Quicet Talks” to be given by
Mr. 8. D. Gordon, under the auspices
of the churches of Greenville from |
January Oth to the 13th. The talks
will be made In the St. Paul's Metho-
dist church in the mornings and in
the First Presbyterian chureh in the
evenings.
Attention,
Members of Chestnut Ridge church
are asked to read this:
*You are urged to be at the Sunday
gchool and the preaching service of
your church next Sunday morning,
Dece. 26, Speelal services for the iast
Sunday of 1915, Come!

Fires In Fountaln Inn.

My, T. W, Winn, of Fountain Inn,
was in the eily Moday and told of two
fires that oceurred In that town Sun-
day night. The homes of Mrs, Van
Garrett and Till Howard, adjoining
each other just on the line between
Laurens and Greenville counties, were
both almost totally destroyed, The
loss is estimated at between flve and
six thousand dollars and the insurance
carrled wia only about a thousand,

Buys Onkland Elght.

The Iourens Motor Car Company
hag just delivered an Oakland elght
eylnder car to Mrs, W, W, Jones, This
is one of the prettiest cars that has
ever been In the city and is attract-

Brandon, York,

ing a great deal of attention.

Christmas Night Letters.

In view of the fact that sending
Christmas Night Letters has hecome !
a popular fad, the Western Union Tel- |
egraph Company has announced [hat
the letters can be filed any time dure-
ing the day and will le delivered
Christmas morning. The (elegrams
are senl out to the reeiplents in spe-

1('i:lI Christmas envelopes.

Peclares Semi-Annunl Dividend.

At a meeting of the directors of the
Farmers Dank of this city, held last
Monday, it was decided (o declare a

semi-nnnual dividend of two and one-!

half per cent, In view of the fact that
this is the youngest bank in e eity
and county, this showing is an excel-
The oflicers of the Farmers

. Fleming Jones, cashier,

Hog Killing Time.

Mr. P. B, Bailey, one of the eounly's
biggest hog-raising farmers, has been
taking advantage of the reeent cold
weather to “lay up” pork and sausage
for the coming months, e and his
renters killed and dressed twenty-four
lrge ones Monday and eighteen sov-

ty-two for the season so far.

Otficers Eleetod,
At a regular mecting held on Friday

i ¥ | many
eral weeks ago, making a total of for- | s

| mourn the great loss in the passing of

WILLIAM P, COKER
DIED LAST WEEK,

A Well Known and Highly Honored
Citizen of Laurens County Mas
Passed Away,
W. P. Coker, one of Laurens coun-

ty's most honored and respected clti-

zens, pased away at his home in

Youngs township on Sunday, Dec, 12th,

and was buried at the Bethany church

on the following Monday. Mr. Coker
had been in very {1l health for many
weeks and therefore his death, though
bringing many sorrows, was not un-
expected. The funeiral services were
conducted by Rev. J. P, Coleman and

Rev. L. B, Ezell, Mr, Coker was a de-

voted member of the Baptist church,

being a charter membet: of the Bethany
church.

As a soldler In the great Southern
cause, Mr, Coker playeds a noble part

war as a member of Company E, (ilh!'
South Carolina Cavalry. Since the'
war he has taken an activ& interest in |
all things pertaining to the veterans
and al the time of his death was chair-
man of the Laurens County Board of
Pensioners, i ¢ !

Mr. Coker was born at Barksdale,
where he spent the early paft of his
| life, Later he moved into Youngs
| township, where the most of his life

wis spent.  He is survived by bis wife
who was Miss Hughes and H’evernl
sons and daughters. Vi

His funeral was attended by a Ereat
host of his relatives and friends ‘;hoso_
floral gifts testified to the admiryble
ichar:lctcr of the Veteran who had ‘an-
swered the last roll eall, |

BE CAREFUL ABOUT FIRES,

Insurance Commissloner Writes Chlef !
of the Fire Department About!
Christmas Fires,

Fire Chief J. T. Crews has received |
a letter from Insurance Commissioner |
MeMaster asking him to issue wuvning1
against carelessness with Ih"e\\'m'lm.l
ete,, during the usunal season, “The !
rush, waste aceumulations and fire-
Christmas  season here  with  jts
works., Urge upon your eitizens to do
call they ean o provent fires,” he snys
|in his letter.  Chiel Crews hog aslked
that this warning be heedod, especinl-
v as it applies (o0 liroworks ns this
is the source of the greatest danger,

is

MRS, ELIZABETH WOLFE DEAD,

| = ] .

CWidow of (he Laie DrJo S, Wolid andd
| Highiy Bsteemed Woman, )
I Last  Wednesday morning, Mrs.
'Elizabeth Wollf passed away at her _I
(home in this eily., Mrs. Wolff was in
| her seventy-ninth yvear and for some
timie has been in very feeble health, |
Only a very short time ago her hu.x'-i
ih;uul' Dr. John S, Wolll proceded her |
0 the grave., She is survived by one
:sisli-r, Mrs, John Moore, six sons, and
Jve daughters.  In addition to these |
there are forty-eight grand Jhildren
izmtl thirteen great-grandchildren and |
other relatives who survive to

this fine woman,
The funeral services were conductod
{ by Rev, I1 L. Baggott and Rev, J, 1L

night, Deec. 3rd FPairview Camp \iu,i'l\ Major, the burial taking place
122 W. 0. W., Watts Mill, the follow- | Thursday morning in  the  Chesinut
ing officers were cleeled for (e ensn- | Bldge cemetery, A large gathering,

ing term: .. I, Bishop, C. C.; afos
Carte, A, T..; I I, Donaldson, slerk;
J. W, Heaton, banker; I. R. Brovalee,
P, C.; W, A, Riddle, escort; J, 1., Maoiz,
watchman; J, M, Wise, sentry; Dr, R,
R, Walker, camp physician; J. A, Meo-
Kee, captain degree  feam; L. I,
Bishop, J. IR, Brownlee, W, A, Riddle,
manngers,

This camp has enjoyved a most svc-
cessful year and enters upon the new
year work under most favorable con-
ditions.

At Oakville School,

There will be an entertainment at
Oakville schoolhouse, Thursday even-
ing, Dee, 23, at 7:30 o'clock, The
chief attraction will be an operette
entitled “Prince Pepper,” Admission
15 and 20 cents.

ELECTED GRAND OFFICERS,

R, A, Cooper and €, A, Power Elerfed

(irand Officers of the Masons

At the 139th annual meéting of the
grand lodge of Masons held In Char-
leston last week, Mr. R. A. Cooper was
elected Grand
Power was appointed CGrand Pursui-
vant, Both of these Laurens citizens

have always taken an active and lead- metto schoolhouse, Tuesday afternoon'’

ing Interest In Masonry and their elee-

tlon to the grand offices Is a comple- the improvement of the school build- convention

ment ¢f the highest order,

Master and Mr. C. A.|

| was present for (he last rites and the !
many beautiful flowers that were l:lla]1
upon hor grave attested the love and |
esteem In whieh she was held by hun-
dreds throughout the county,

PLAY AT GRAY coUnr,

[The “Elopement of Ellen”
Presented There Tonlght,
The “Elopement of Illen' an un-

ugnally erfjertuining and attractive

play will be presented at the Gray

Court-Owings schoolhouse tonight by

the pupils and teachers of the school,

In addition to the play there will be

"music and short entertainments by the

[primary grades, The play will begin

‘at 7:80, The following is the cast of
characters:

Richard Ford, newly wed, Carey Bolt

| Molly, Richard's wife, Allene Willis

'Dorothy March, Molly's guest,

Wit he

and fought valiantly throughout the *

[interested persons

slgted
“those who had lost.

Laurie Gray

RRolert, Molly's brother, Frank Dial

| Max Ten Byck, R, T, Wilson
June Haverhill, Molly's new mald,

Mary Hart Grifiin

Rector Hume,

At Palmetto Sehool,
| Thers will bo & box supper at Pal-
Dee, 28th., The proceeds to go for

Jing.\ Iiverybody Is Invited.

9am Bolt

WM. H, HODREHEA
WON ALTOMOBILE

Polled Over Two Million
Votes Monday

EXCITING END—
TO THE CONTEST

T Advertiser's Ford Automoblle (one
test Closed Monday Night Amid a
Flood of Ballots. HMiss Martha

‘Franks, Mrs. B, . Todd and Miss
Flora Bennett Other Winnors.
* 2 *

¥ * * F 2k B o oM o%
¥ CON'FTEST WINNERS. x
L
Wm. H, Moorhead, 2,006,600 *
*  Automobhile, *
* Miss Martha Franks, 1,039,125 *
*  Grafanola. .
* Mrs, B, R, Todd, 905,925 *
* Watch,
¥ Miss Flora Bennetl, 204,000, *
*O$25 Gold Picee, *
| * *
[ ] * * ¥ * * * ¥ * W * * * & *

The Advertiser's automobile contest
closed Monday night and after the
counting of the ballots it was found
that William Hopking Moorhead, of
Goldville, had the highest number of
ballots and was awarded the first
prize, a IFord automobile. Immediate-
ly after the award was made, Wm. A.
Moorhead, father of the successful con-
testant, placed himself behind  the
steering gear of the neat little ear and
whisked away home.

The winner of (he first prize in the
secord district was Miss  Martha
Franks, who was awarded the $100
Grafanola and %25 worth of records,
purchased from John A, Williams,
“The Piano Man" of Greenville. Mrs,
B, R, Todd was the winner of the beau-
tiful Hamilton 14 earat gold walch,
hounght of Willlam Solomon, jeweler,
ol this city, Miss Mora Bennet was
the winner of the second prize In the
first distriet, the 325 in gold,

Moessrs W, I}, MeCuen and D,
Novrwood acted as judges of the

M.
COon-
lest, assisted by Mre, . W, MeKee, The
ballots Iprd heen systematicenlly

ar-

franged, so that they were able to com-
| plete the counting

in aboul an hour's

tlme,  The deeision was made known

aboul ten e'clock, quite a numboer of
heing in the ofiice
to wateh the tabulation,

The contest was a

in more wavs than one,

suecessful one
Not only did
The Advertiser merease ils subserip-
tion list very materially and colleet
numerons old aecounts, Lut the best
of feeling prevalled throughout the en-
tire perviod, At s close, wien the re-
sult of the work was shown, there was
no complaining or regrets, as the voles
showed that the winners had seenred
their reward Ly . work, The win-
ners of the prizes  expressed their
thanks and gratitude to those who as-
them and  sympathized  with
As for The Ad-
it appreciates  the

vortiser, deeply

"work done by the contestants in the

race, Toall of the, The Advertiser ex-
tends its thanks,

PALMETTO LODGE ELECTS,

Thos, L. Swygert Heads Palmetto

Lodge During Next Year.

The following officers were clected
to seryve almetto Lodge, A, F. M, at
the last regular meeting:

Thos, 1. Swygert, W. M.

R, . Nickles, S, W,

Itoy Little, J, W.

0. 13, Simmons, Treas.

12, 0. Anderson, Saec'y.

A. W. Fisher, 8. D,

J. 8. MceCravy, J, D,

S, L, Barksdale, Steward,

M. J. Stinpson, Stawavd.

R, M, Bichelberger, Tylor.

Princeton News.

Princeton, Dee, 21, —Mr. and Mrs.
Rpbert Taylor celebrated their twenty-
fifth anniversary last Saturday, De-
ecember 11, Several of their friends at-
tended, They were the recipients of

many silver presents,

of Furman

Mr, Lawrence Taylor
University, attended the sllver weod-
ding of his parents, Mr. and Mrs.

Robert Taylor Saturday.

Mr. and Mrs, R. B. Arnold spent Fri-
day in Honea Path,
I Mossrs J. T. Machen and W. L
I'reeman attended the Baptist State
at weenville Satvrday,

Sunday and Monday.



